Fat her Jesus thank you for this day and all of its blessings, thank you for
waki ng us up to see another Sunday as we gather here today bl ess the words that
cone out of ny nouth that they may be found favorable in you sight and let us
all leave here with sonething new in our hearts that we may hold on to unti
next Sunday. AMEN

An el derly wonan had just returned to her hone froman evening of church

servi ces when she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of
robbi ng her horme of its valuables and yelled “stop! Acts 2:38! (Repent and be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.) The
burgl ar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmy called the police and expl ai ned
what she had done. As the officer cuffed the man to take himin, he asked the
burglar “why did you just stand there? All she did was read a scripture to you.”
“Scripture?” replied the burglar. “She said she had an ax and two 38mm”

Today, as a youth | am honored be the preacher at the baptismof Isaiah who is
now going to be a menber of our youth in this church of God. Fourteen years ago
| was brought to the altar to be baptized surrounded by ny parents and
Godparent s.

To the Godparents, this responsibility is not just for today. It is a job that
you have to be active until Isaiah is ready to take on his own faith journey
when he is confirned. Wien | say you should guide himthrough his spiritua
journey | mean you should help him

Let ne appeal to you just as Abrahamdid to God for the righteous people of
Sodom and Gonorr ah

Make sure he attends fellowship in church regularly

See that what he does resenbles the church of God positively
See that |saiah attends bible study

Teach Isaiah to call on God when he is having a probl em

PbE

In so doing Isaiah will be a positive influence to his peers in this sinfu
soci ety of ours.

Theme For gi veness t hrough Baptism
Text Acts 22:16 (New International Version)l16

And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,
calling on his nane.'

What is forgiveness?

The Webster’'s dictionary defines forgiveness as the excuse for a fault or
of fense or to pardon
What is baptisn®

*Baptismis when we are reborn

*Baptismis an act of faith.

*Baptismis when we are added to the body of Christ which is the church
*Baptismis the washing of regeneration, and renewal of the Holy Spirit.
*Baptismis the starting gun of a race of a new life.

*Baptismis when the old dies and the new arises. In this nmanner we becone
saved.



In the church, in order to be forgiven you nmust first be baptized into the
Christian conmunity of Christ.

Your baptismis the beginning of your faith journey which is long and filled
with tenptations and obstacl es.

There are 3 types of baptism

*Water — sprinkling, pouring, and enersion: the actual washing of sins with
wat er - the Anglican Episcopal Church uses sprinkling and holy oil as their
routi ne net hod of baptism

*Holy Spirit (confirmation) — when the spirit of god places the believer into a
union with Christ and other believers into the body of Christ

*Fire (Pentecost) —-the Holy Spirit |ike the day of Pentecost when fire descended
upon the disciples and they were bl essed by the speaking of different tongues.

In Acts 19, Paul discovered sonme disciples of John the Baptist who were stil
adhering to his nmessage, long after he had been executed. In Acts 19: 3- 5,
Paul asked them “‘into what then were you baptized? ' And they said, ‘Into
John’s baptism ' And Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance,
telling the people to believe in H mwho was comng after him that is, in
Jesus. ' And when they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus.”

Not e what happened here. Even though these disciples had been baptized with
John’s baptism they were baptized again in the nanme of Jesus. Qoviously, since
they were re-baptized, there is a difference or a distinction between the
bapti sm of John and Christian baptismwhich is the baptismin Christ.

In the novie roots Kunta Kente was baptized into adul t hood when he was
circuntised and he officially entered into nanhood.

As a baby your godparents as well as your parents guide you through this baptism
of water, and then when little Isaiah is ready he will be baptized by the Holy
Spirit on confirmation day.

As youth we stunble on a lot of things such as gang activities in schools, peer
pressure, and failure to study, cultural conflicts, outfit decisions, parenta
pressure, racial difference, religious difference.

But in the things of God we al so have problens such as com ng to church
unprepared, not being attentive during the service, sleeping in church after a
burned out Saturday ni ght saying evil things to one another and nmany nore things
that ot her youths can endorse. We all forget that God who is our hope and |ight
has nade us to | ove one another and to acknowl edge himas our savior. This is
what a Christian youth should have in mnd. W see gangs inside of schools and
drug users on the streets we should be thankful that we have taken the higher
road with Jesus Christ who said he will never |eave us nor forsake us. W
believe that he has sonmething in store for us which are unknown but we do know
one thing, which God will give us positive things that we desire that will
conpensate for all the other bad things in the world.

As for now little Isaiah is under supervision but when he becones a nman in the
church we all may | ook back at this nonent as a beautiful beginning in his
journey with Christ.



As in the gospel when the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, | can see little
| sai ah asking us to teach himhow to pray, he is reaching out to us. Let us

reach out and grab his arnms and teach himto put God first in everything he
does.

Then we may | ook at himand say he is truly a child of God.



